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FRoM tHe edItoR
Welcome to our first issue of 2011. 
Now that the end-of-year festivities 
are long over it is time to get back 
into the swing of things.

IN tHIs Issue
For those who missed the last 
annual convention in Las Vegas, 
or for those who want to relive 
the moment, this issue is for you. 
We recap the winners starting on 
page 4, with glimpses of winning 
artwork as well as the artists 
behind those pieces of art. That 
is followed by our interview of 
this year’s Golden Nosey winner, 
Yuta Honma. Congratulations 
again to all the winners! 

If you just can’t wait until the next 
annual convention in November, 
check out page 20 for info on a 
couple of minicons happening in 
April and July. On page 16, we 
also see a return of the Top Ten 
Most Interesting Faces for the 
year compiled by our board. (This 
seems to becoming a regular 
item, so make note of whom you 
think would be a good candidate 
for the 2011 list.) On page 18, 
Celestia Ward has written a very 
scholarly article on pareidolia 
which is the term for our innate  
ability to recognize faces. Very 
interesting indeed! Lastly, the 
financials, which outline all mon-
etary transactions for the past 

fiscal year, can be found starting 
on page 26.

CH-CH-CH-CHANGes
2011 Board With the new year, 
we have a new board with some 
familiar faces but new ones as 
well. Get acquainted with them 
on pages 2 and 3.

trying something New Start-
ing with the next issue, we are 
phasing out the “In the Chair” and 
“Showcase” sections and replac-
ing them with a “theme” section. 
The theme for the next section is 
“Spring”. All submissions must be 
received by February 28th. See 
page 22 for more information. 

Ad Rates Know someone who 
would like to advertise in “Ex-
aggerated Features”? We are 
implementing a price reduction 
on all ads. The new ad rates can 
be found on page 9.

As always, this newsletter is for 
our members, by our members. 
Without everyone’s input there 
would be nothing to print. So 
keep sending us your ideas. And 
if you haven’t done so yet, why 
not do so today!

Debbie “debbo” Burmeister 
Exaggerated Features  
Editor/Art Director 
efeditor@caricature.org

oN tHe CoveR...
The tradition continues as the previous Golden Nosey  
winner paints a detailed caricature of the current winner. 
2009 winner, Glenn Ferguson, depicts are current winner, 
Yuta Honma, in an homage to the movie classic “King 
Kong,” with appearances by the 2010 bronze and silver 
winners as well. See our interview with Yuta on page 14.

Caricature by Kabetsu
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Letter  

    the President
Hello, ISCA members! Well, we start 
a new year and the second decade of 
the 21st century. But before we look 
at that, I must say a big “Thank You” 
to our previous President, Mr. Robert 
Bauer and Vice President, Mr. Glenn 
Ferguson as they completed a won-
derful number of years of service 
to the organisation and achieved so 
much for us all.
We have a new board with Chris Galvin 
joining us as Secretary, Lorin Bernsen 
taking over as Vice President, Ron 
Kantrowitz remaining as Treasurer and 
myself as the new President.
It is a real honour to be in the role and 
the board and I have some exciting 
ideas we hope to implement over the 
coming year. The convention is the 
big event of the ISCA calendar and 
after another great convention back in 
November 2010 in Las Vegas, we are 
working right now on getting the 2011 
convention ready for you all.
We have our guest speaker arranged 
and the fantastic Drew Friedman will 
be joining us in Florida! Drew has an 
amazing career and it will be so cool 
to have him be with us!
Our members are what the organisa-

tion is all about. I am always amazed 
at how much energy and passion there 
is with our members, who want the 
organisation to grow further in both 
quality, benefits and new members!
So, we are going to work very hard 
to bring more to you all. One priority 
is our online forum. When it was first 
created by Tom Chudyba and Keelan 
Parham, it was an instant success and 
was the hub of activity for members. 
Today the internet has evolved fur-
ther and Facebook has driven a huge 
amount of online activity to this 
particular social network. It brings a 
new challenge to us as an organisa-
tion.
Facebook is a great way for ISCA to 
reach out to a wider audience and I 
believe we can utilise this website to 
benefit the organisation. But we are 
going to focus on creating a better 
forum and at the time of writing this, 
we have a new competition to be run 
by Klaas Op de Beeck that is only 
available to our members and only 
on our forum. We have some new 
ideas to also make the forum the 
place to hang out for our members 
and you will see this appear through 
the coming months.

Let me say at this time that the board 
and I do not have all the answers and 
we do encourage and appreciate help 
and suggestions from our members. 
Together, I am sure we can shake the 
second decade of the 21st century 
with a more exciting, rich and di-
verse ISCA, that others will want to 
be a part of!
So from myself I hope you will find 
2011 a year that will deliver greater 
success to you as an artist and to 
your business, along with a few sur-
prises from your board on what ISCA 
will offer to your membership!
Thank you to every member for your 
continued support and involvement.
I look forward to hearing from you 
all and meeting you at the 20th ISCA 
convention in Florida this Novem-
ber! It is going to be a great year!

Steve Hearn 

Steve Hearn
President 
International Society of 
Caricature Artists

Australia, 8
Austria, 1
Belgium, 6
Brazil, 1
Canada, 32
Chile, 1
Denmark, 2

England, 3
Finland, 2
France, 4
Germany, 6
Guatemala, 1
Hong Kong, 2
India, 1

Indonesia, 1
Ireland, 5
Italy, 2
Japan, 28
Malta, 1
Netherlands, 7
Netherland Antil-

les, 1
New Zealand, 1
Panama, 1
Philippines, 1
Portugal, 1
Puerto Rico, 3
Romania, 1

Scotland, 1
Singapore, 3
South Korea, 18
Spain, 7
United Kingdom, 22
USA, 373

IsCA MeMBeRsHIP as of 12/23/2010
547 Members representing 33 countries

from
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For those of you who don’t know me, my 
name is Lorin Bernsen, and I’ve been proud 
to serve you all as ISCA Secretary for the 
last two years. I feel privileged and honored 
to continue serving you by stepping up to fill 
the role of Vice President in 2011. And don’t 
worry, everyone…my good friend Chris 
Galvin will undoubtedly do a WONDER-
FUL job as our new Secretary! 

ISCA continues to grow each year, and dur-
ing the coming year, we can expect to see 
the creation of new Chapters, as well as the 
announcement of new minicons in different 
parts of the world. With our new President, 
Mr. Steve Hearn, living in England, we are 
truly an international organization, more 
than ever before. 

After having experienced living and working 

in Korea during 2010, I feel it should be my 
duty to work hard toward offering more to our 
members who live outside the United States. 
These wonderful folks have to travel much 
further than the rest of us to attend our annual 
conventions, and they work very, very hard 
to overcome the English language barrier. By 
helping to translate some of the various docu-
ments listed on our Forum and our web site, I 
hope that we, as the Board of Directors, can 
make them feel even MORE welcome! 

Remember, it’s YOUR organization, so 
please feel free to contact me with any 
suggestions or concerns you might have! I 
can be reached via email, instant messaging, 
Facebook, Skype, or good old telephone. I 
look forward to talking with many of you in 
the coming months!

Lorin Bernsen - Vice President

2011 IsCA  
BoARd oF dIReCtoRsLetter  

    the President

It’s been a pleasure serving you as  
Treasurer. Since taking over this position 
in October of 2009, things have definitely 
taken a turn for the better. Because mem-
bership has gone up, we’ve had a lot more 
ability to improve benefits for our mem-
bers, and to pay off debts. Although we’ve 
cut costs here and there, we certainly 
haven’t cut any of the things that we feel 

our members enjoy most.
I really learned a great bit working with 
Robert Bauer and Glenn Ferguson. I look 
forward to working with Steve Hearn and 
Chris Galvin and continuing to work with 
Lorin Bernsen. We’re already working on 
making our convention in St. Pete a great 
one. For anyone who enjoys the sand and 
sun, this will be one not to miss.

Hi! My name is Chris Galvin, and I am 
your new ISCA secretary. I started draw-
ing caricatures in the summer of 1989 in 
Atlanta, GA. I’ve managed caricatures in 
a theme park and a mall operation over a 
seventeen-year period. Most of the work 
that I do nowadays is party & gift carica-
tures in the Dallas area. I first joined this 
organization in 1997 while attending the 

Cocoa Beach Con. I’ve made many friends 
over the years in ISCA, and like most, I’ve 
benefited from others who have given 
their time to run the organization. Happily, 
today I can offer “my time” as a board 
member to keep this train a runnin’ into 
2011 & beyond. I look forward to getting 
to know all of you better and bringing you 
a great 2011 ISCA Convention.

Ron Kantrowitz - Treasurer

Chris Galvin - Secretary
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Likeness Competition
1. Dan Almariei
2. Brian Oakes
3. Yuta Honma

Speed Competition
1. Yonie Woo (21 caricatures in 5 minutes)
2. Yuri Kato (20 caricatures in 5 minutes)
3. Greg Sumbardo (19 caricatures in 5 minutes)

Ismael Roldan Award 
(Rookie of the Year)
Sakiko “Satsu” ushioda

Award             Winners2010C
O
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Most Humorous 

1. Brian Oakes
2. Bob East
3. Mike Shields

Outstanding  
Black & White
1. Dan Almariei
2. Miguel Aguilar
3. Takashi Yamazaki

Award             Winners

Outstanding  
Color Technique
1. Yuta Honma
2. Yves Demers
3. Sakiko ushioda
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Outstanding  
Exaggerated 
Style
1. Nathan Kapnicky
2. Brian Oakes
3. Eric Goodwin

Outstanding  
Abstract/Design  
Style
1. Nathan Kapnicky
2. Yasushi Ito
3. Eric Goodwin

Outstanding  
Cartoon Style
1. Kevin Jackson
2. Andy urzua
3. Kira Layli
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Outstanding  
3-D Technique
1. Johanna  
 Veerenhuis-Lens
2. BeeJay Hawn
3. Celestia Ward

Best Studio  
Piece
1. Marcus Sakoda
2. Glenn Ferguson
3. Angie Jordan

Outstanding  
Portfolio
1. Marcus Sakoda
2. Dan Springer
3. Taka Watanabe
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Outstanding Body Situation
1. Kira Layli
2. Hironori Motohashi
3. Andrea Gerstmann

Outstanding Gallery Award
1. Ali Thome
2. Dan Springer
3. Yuta Honma
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Master Caricature  
of the Year
Chewie Lar  
by Glenn Ferguson 
 

Master Caricaturist  
of the Year
Glenn Ferguson

New Ad Rates 
for 2011!
Exaggerated Features (EF) is a magazine like no other in the world. This 
quarterly trade publication is �lled with business tips, artistic inspiration, 
articles on method and more. Whether it's a tutorial, submitted live or studio 
art, an interview of a famous artist, or just how to help your caricature 
business, this is content you can’t �nd anywhere else!

Next issue details
Shipping Date: April 1st
Deadline to reserve space: February 20th
Final art due: March 5th

Format: 32  page full-color magazine-style newsletter. 

Target Audience: Artists whose main focus is caricature but 
are involved in other facets of art such as illustration, painting 
and sculpture.

Distribution: Roughly 600 Worldwide
Mailed directly to members of the International Society of 
Caricature Artists (formerly the National Caricaturist Network) 
every three months for 4 issues a year.

Contact efeditor@caricature.org for more information.

Member Color Ad Rates
1/4 page (4w x 5h inches)  $50
1/2 page (8w x 5h inches)  $75
3/4 page (8w x 6.5h inches) $100
Full page (8w x 10h inches) $200
Inside back cover  (8w x 10h inches) $250
Outside back cover (8w x 6.5h inches) $300

Non-Member Color Ad Rates
1/4 page (4w x 5h inches)  $100
1/2 page (8w x 5h inches)  $125
3/4 page (8w x 6.5h inches) $150
Full page (8w x 10h inches) $250
Inside back cover   (8w x 10h inches) $300
Outside back cover (8w x 6.5h inches) $350
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2010 1. Crystal Franklin  
  by Sakiko Ushioda

2. Andy Urzua  
  by Sakiko Ushioda

3. Derek Brennan  
  by Eric Goodwin

4. Kerim Yildiz  
  by Taka Watanabe

5. Miguel Aguilar  
  by Taka Watanabe

6. Carrie McClish  
  by Brian Oakes

7. Steve Silver &  
     Kim Possible  
  by Mike Tofanelli

8. Andrea Gerstmann 
  by Koshiro Saito

9. Karel Op De Beeck   
  by Yuta Honma

10. Andrea Gerstmann   
  by Yuta Honma

�0

The top ten Caricatures Of The Year winners: Yuta Honma, Eric Goodwin, Koshiro Saito, Sakiko Ushioda, 
Mike Tofanelli, Brian Oakes and Taka Watanabe.

Top 10 Caricatures 
of the Year
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1. Yuta Honma- 
 Golden Nosey

2. Brian Oakes- 
 Silver Nosey

3. Taka Watanabe- 
 Bronze Nosey

 4. Sakiko Ushioda
 5. Shinichi Miyachi
 6. Yves Demers
 7. Dan Almariei
 8. Kevin Jackson
 9. Koshiro Saito
 10. Aaron Philby

2 4

3

From left to right: Sakiko Ushioda, Koshiro Saito, Shinichi Miyachi, Yuta Honma, Brian Oakes, Kevin Jackson, 
Aaron Philby, Taka Watanabe, Dan Almariei and Yves Demers.
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Quick Chat 
          

   with  

Yuta Honma 

2010 Golden Nosey Winner 
Yuta Honma answers a few 
questions about his latest win 
and his plans for the future.
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EF: First of all, congratulations on being the latest Golden 
Nosey winner. Tell us a little about your background. 
YH: I was born and grew up in Saitama, Japan, but now I 
live in Yokohama. I have been drawing ever since I was old 
enough to hold a crayon. 

EF: What is your artistic background/education?
YH: I took art classes in college and majored in graphic design.

EF:  How long have you been drawing caricatures?
YH: I met Kage Nakanishi when I was 21 years old. It was at 
that time that I started my career in caricatures.

EF: So, you did not draw caricatures until you met Kage?
That is correct. I was always interested in humorous illustration. 
But it was not until I met Kage that I actually started drawing 
caricatures.

EF:  Who are some of your caricature influences?
YH: I was influenced by Court Jones and Jason Seiler. I have 
always been impressed by realistic coloring and value tech-
niques. In the future, I want to study characterizing technique 
such as that of Tom Richmond. Also, I want to learn dynamic 
exaggeration such as that of Glenn Ferguson.

EF: Where do you work as a caricature artist?
YH: I have been working in Asakusa, Tokyo for Caricature 
Japan, teaching caricature classes and working on commis-
sion work at our studio. I train our rookie artists and students 
in our caricature class. I enjoy teaching as much as I enjoy 
drawing. One day, I want to help my students become Golden 
Nosey winners.

EF: What were your expectations for this year’s conven-
tion in Las Vegas? What were your goals? Did you do 
anything to prepare yourself physically, mentally?
YH: Though winning the Golden Nosey was a big goal for me, 
I did not prepare anything definite. But, I can probably say, my 
everyday job was preparing for this convention.

EF: What media and technique did you use for your wall at 
the convention? 
YH: At the convention, I used Copic marker, ArtStix and 

colored pencil on to toned/colored paper. I had started using 
toned paper last year. First, I use a grey marker to give a tone, 
and then I use a color pencil. I like the powerful effect of this 
technique. I also did digital painting, using Photoshop. 

EF: Do you always work with this same technique/media, 
or are there other techniques/media you use?
YH: I usually like to use Copic markers and ArtStix for my com-
mission work. It is very fast and effective. But right now, my 
favorite medium is digital painting.

EF: What other artwork do you do besides caricature?
YH: Right now, I don’t do anything besides caricature. But in 
the future, I want to try something different as well.

EF: What do you think made people vote for your work 
over that of other artists?
YH: I was very, very lucky to be voted for, especially when 
there are amazingly talented artists such as Brian Oakes and 
Marcus Sakoda. I think my strength was coloring. I believe that 
color is also a very important element in capturing a likeness.

EF:  As an artist, what are your plans for the future? What 
are your goals as an artist?
YH: One of my most important goals is to become a better 
teacher and make improvements to my curriculum, so I can 
produce many good caricature artists.

EF:  Yuta, thanks so much for taking the time to answer a 
few questions. Anything else you would like to share?
YH: Yes. I would love to keep coming back to the convention, 
because I love its energy, passion and friendship. It is like 
nothing else in the world; it is a very special place for me.
When I think about my career, I realize nothing has started yet, 
and nothing is finished yet. I want to keep learning, studying, 
observing, drawing, painting and doing much more with ISCA!

EF: Do you have a website or blog?
The website of the company I work for is http://caricature-japan.
com/. On my blog, I recently updated my school information, 
and my artwork. http://hon-maburo.blogspot.com/. Please 
come visit! 
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Top 10 Most  
Interesting Faces      

       of 2010

once again, we asked members for their 
professional opinion as to which famous 
people had the most interesting faces to 
draw in 2010. several lists of famous names 
were submitted. the IsCA board combined 
those lists and discussed who should make 
the final cut. Members donated one of their 
existing pieces or created a new one just for 
this special list. 
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 10. Lady Gaga by Rocky Sawyer

 9. Glenn Beck by Emily Anthony

 8. Alex Reid by Euan Mactavish 

 7. Aung San Suu Kyi by Bertrand Daullé

 6. Tony Hayward by Court Jones

 5. John Boehner by Brian Vasilik

 4. Sal Giunta by Chris Berg

 3. Steve Jobs by David García

 2. Apolo Ohno by Big Al Lopez

 1. Justin Bieber by Scott Hamilton
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When we see animals in clouds, or 
Elvis turns up on our grilled cheese 
sandwich, that’s pareidolia at work. 
This is not just a visual phenomenon: 
we are experiencing audio pareido-
lia when we hear hidden messages 
in backwards-playing songs or think 
we hear ghoulish words in the static 
recorded by a ghost hunter. With-
out this ability, we would be all but 
blinded in our chaotic world, unable 
to tell our loved ones apart from 
strangers, unable to hear some-
one calling out our name in a noisy 
room—and, most importantly, unable 
to recognize any kind of cartoon or 
exaggerated drawing!

A number of experiments have shown 
our brains recognize caricatures even 
faster than we can interpret a less 
exaggerated line drawing or even 
photo of someone. The 2001 BBC 
special “The Human Face,” hosted by 
John Cleese, summarizes a theory as 
to why this happens: some scientists 
believe our brains actually store facial 
data in caricature form. We hold up 
each face we see to a “norm” tem-
plate stored in our visual cortex and 
then judge where it deviates and 
by how much—then our brain can 
interpret who we are seeing. The biol-
ogy of how we recognize people is far 
more complicated than that, of course, 

and researchers are still barely tap-
ping into the science of thought. But 
pareidolia is a well-defined phenom-
enon that’s not just limited to human 
beings (a horse, for instance, might 
misinterpret a garden hose for a 
snake—because the horse’s pare-
idolia has sorted the image and filed 
it under the pattern “snake”). Think 
of pareidolia as the first-response-
mechanism that tells our brain we are 
indeed viewing a face (or a rabbit, or 
a butterfly, or some other well-known 
thing that fits a certain pattern). And, 
lucky for cartoonists and bloggers 
alike, human pareidolia is “stretchy” 
enough to also make emoticons ;-) 
and :-P and :-[ more than just a series 
of random extraneous punctuation.

What do people recognize most 
easily out of random stimuli? Faces 
and animals seem to top the list. The 
ability to recognize faces is present 
even in newborns, who have been 
found to respond to even simple dot 
patterns in the shape of eyes and a 
mouth. Doctors are able to utilize their 
own pareidolia by creating diagnostic 
mnemonic devices based on certain 
recognizable patterns in neurological 
scans: scoliosis looks like a butterfly, 
Alzheimer’s looks like an elephant, 
supranuclear palsy looks like a hum-
mingbird, and the list goes on. If The 

Watchmen ever gets bastardized into 
a Saturday morning cartoon, expect 
Rorschach to have a plucky young 
sidekick named Pareidolia.

It doesn’t take much imagination to re-
alize that instant recognition of faces 
and animals would be pretty helpful 
to our savannah-roaming ancestors. 
As psychological researcher David 
Navon puts it, “An old-time hominid 
would be liable to pay dearly, had s/he 
failed to recognize a pair of glowing 
dots in the bush at dark as the eyes 
of a predator, mistaking it for two 
fireflies.” So, was this hyper-ability in 
our brains selected for over millions of 
years and honed by evolution into our 
natures? Are we, as so many science 
writers say, “hard-wired” to see faces 
and animals as quickly as possible, 
even where there are only a few 
visual clues to point us that way? One 
way to help answer that question is to 
determine whether the pareidolia/face 
recognition takes place in an automat-
ic, subconscious flash, or is it a later 
cognitive construction or interpreta-
tion? In English, that means: Does our 
brain see a face-like object or patterns 
and immediately scream “FACE!” in 
the primal part of our mind . . . or does 
it take a look at the object or group of 
objects, think about it, and then think 
afterward, in the higher parts of the 

Pareidolia and You!
Few of us in the business of 
making cartoon faces realize 
that we owe our entire careers 
to a process in the brain called 
pareidolia. simply put, pareido-
lia (pare-ee-uh-dole-ee-ya) is the 
brain’s ability to percieve pat-
terns. our brains are so good at 
this that we even perceive pat-
terns from chaos—that is, where 
there might not be any specific 
pattern to perceive.
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brain, “Erm, I do say, upon reflection, 
this looks like a face.” I like to imagine 
that the higher parts of the brain 
speak with a refined British accent.

In a 2009 article in the journal Neu-
roReport, Swiss scientists (Hadjikani 
et al.) reported their findings on face 
recognition in a clever experiment 
that measured brain responses using 
magnetoencephalographic (MEG) 
mapping. Subjects were shown pho-
tographs of real faces, non-facelike 
objects, and facelike objects.

The MEG data collected by these 
researchers showed that a part of 
the brain’s visual area (the fusiform 
face area, or FFA, in the lower back 
part of our brains, roughly between 
the ears) showed activity very quickly 
when a subject looked at either a face 
or a facelike object. All brain reaction 
time is measured in milliseconds—but 
even in terms of brain impulses, we 
register a super-quick response to 
faces. The real faces showed a dip 
in the MEG at around 130 ms, then a 
high spike at 165 ms. While the face-
like objects did not illicit the same dip 
at 130 ms, they 
produced a spike 
at around 165 ms 
that was equal to 
that produced by 
real faces. The 
non-facelike ob-
jects, meanwhile, 
produced a spike only half as high. So 
indeed, our brains do scream “FACE!” 
rather early in the game—and not just 
for real faces. Cartoony or symbolic 
marks/objects that have what can be 
interpreted as eyes, a nose, and a 
mouth get the same level of fireworks 
in our synapses.

So it seems easy to infer that pare-
idolia is a trick that hominid brains 
developed millions of years ago, when 
our ancestors left the trees and began 
using vision rather than smell as their 
primary sense. Were those individu-
als whose brains had pareidolia better 
able to avoid deadly situations because 
they were able to recognize a preda-
tor, enemy, or mother-in-law hiding in 
the bushes waiting to attack? Dr. Mark 
Baxter, Associate Professor of Neu-

roscience at Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine, warns us: “You can create 
all sorts of evolutionary ‘just-so stories’ 
about why this 
would be useful 
for primates to 
have (we being 
a social species 
and all). But weird 
things happen 
when you start to look for specialized 
processing modules in the temporal 
cortex—you get one that preferen-
tially responds to pictures of locations, 
including houses (the ‘parahippocam-
pal place area,’) or you also get one 
that likes chairs . . . It’s kind of hard to 
make up an argument that having a 
specialized brain area for processing 
chairs confers a survival advantage!” 
So wait  — if I understand this correctly, 
our finding an evolutionary pattern to 
our pareidolia might just be us falling 
victim to our pareidolia, that is, thinking 
we see a sensible pattern where there 
isn’t necessarily one? Holy conundrum, 
Batman! My mind has just been blown, 
FFA, PPA, and all.

Seriously, though, this type of research 
is opening doors for more studies 
on people who, due to injury or other 
conditions, have unusual reactions to 
faces. Some who suffer damage to the 
FFA lose their ability to recognize their 
own children, while neurological stud-
ies on autism have been confounded 
because autistic persons dislike look-
ing at human faces. Further research 
using facelike objects (or cartoons) 
might help decode the face-processing 
routes for those with brains different 
from our own.

So is the ability to recognize, appre-
ciate (and create) cartoon, symbolic 
representations of faces actually 
as instinctual in our minds as the 
flight-or-fight response? How early, 
I wonder, did the first hairy ape-like 
caricaturist get a laugh from drawing 
his friend Thag on the cave wall? 
Or how about our nearest paral-
lel to cave men: namely, children? 
(Yes, I do think of kids as prehistoric 
little bundles of pure instinct; I think 
most folks who work at a theme 
park would agree with me on that, 

too). I’ve seen so many hand-wring-
ing parents try to intellectualize the 
experience of getting drawn, calming 
little Billy down and explaining that 
the artist lady is going to draw “a fun-
ny face” that won’t look exactly like 
him, not like a photograph, and so 
on and so forth, as if they are afraid 
their kid won’t “get it” when I turn the 
picture around. And over years and 
years, it’s become clear to me that 
kids DO get it—they get it more than 
mom or dad seems to understand 
and appreciate the art form, actually. 
They need no training or education 
to recognize the face and get a good 
laugh out of it.

As caricature artists, I’m sure many 
of us have experienced that feeling 
of “letting go” when we are doing 
quick, gestural work at a fast-paced 
party or crowded theme park. Higher 
functions become harder to switch 
back to. I’m usually a good speller, for 
instance, but I find recalling how to 
spell even simple words like “happy 
anniversary” is more difficult after I’ve 
been “in the zone,” drawing person 
after person. And 
how often have 
you raced through 
a drawing without 
thinking about 
it, then suddenly 
realized it was 
the best likeness 
you’ve produced in years—better than 
anything drawn out of tortured, over-
thinking effort? There exists no actual 
data on the matter, but I am quite 
curious about how much of our primal, 
subconscious mind we are tapping into 
when we slip into this state. I will wait 
patiently for a group of scientists to get 
funding and design a study that might 
provide me a solid answer (though I 
may be waiting a very long time).

So, the next time someone says your 
art form is low-brow, tell them they’re 
correct. It’s so low-brow it’s near the 
brain stem, actually. Meanwhile, let’s 
get out there and continue using 
people’s pareidolia for fun and profit, 
everyone!

Celestia Ward is a former Treasurer-
Secretary of ISCA who lives in Las 
Vegas, NV, with her husband and 
business partner, Robert Sundin. Their 
website is in sore need of an update, 
but can nevertheless be found at 
www.2headsStudios.com. 

For a great introduction to audio pareidolia,  
check out Brian dunning’s skeptoid podcast,  

www.skeptoid.com, episode #105.
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Hi everybody! Now that the main 
convention is over, it is time to think 
about making a trip to old Europe! 
From April 19 - 22, 2011 the Euro-
pean branch of ISCA is organizing its 
first official minicon in Girona, which 
is situated in the province of Catalu-
nya in Spain. Girona is a very nice 
historical city where it is great to hang 
around, but it is also only two hours 
away from Barcelona! Who would not 
want to see this pearl of the Mediter-
ranean coast? Just think about the 
Sagrada Familia, all the fantastic 
buildings by Gaudi, the famous Park 
Guell and the Ramblas! 

We have a fantastic guest speaker, 

Joan Vizcarra. He can easily be 
considered as the best caricatur-
ist of Spain. He may also be the 
most copied and illegally published 
caricaturist on the web.There will be 
an exhibition with 100 original works 
by Vizcarra. Though we consider 
friendship and contacts between the 
artists as the most important part of 
the minicon, there will be several 
workshops during the four days. We 
also will have some competitions. 

You can draw all 24 hours in our drawing 
venue! We know some caricaturists are 
really at their best during the night, so 
keep drawing!! Our hotel is the Gran 
ultonia, in the centre of Girona. Of 

course, it has free wi-fi for everyone, so 
you can keep up with your mails. On our 
website (http://janopdebeeck-gironamini-
con2011.blogspot.com/) you can find 
all the practical information you need. 
Last-minute information, e.g. about train 
schedules from Barcelona to Girona, will 
be updated in time. Please contact us if 
you need more information!   

We hope to meet many of our ISCA 
members in April in Girona! BE 
THERE!!! If this minicon is successful, 
we plan to organize a new minicon 
every two years, each time in another 
place in Europe. There are already 
candidacies from Finland and Austria!

APRIL 
2011

tuesday 19th April
10.00: Doors open, regis-
tration
14.00: Official opening,  
welcome drink
14.00 +: Free drawing time!
16.00: Likeness competiton

Wednesday 20th April
All day and night free draw-
ing time!
14.00-16.00: Workshop by 
our guest speaker Vizcarra
17.00: Voting for portfolios  
   & studio piece.

thursday 21 April
All day and night free draw-
ing time!
10.00: Workshop  
Liesbeth Beckers.
14.00: Workshop  
Jan Op De Beeck

Friday 22 April
14.00: End of drawing time. 
Finishing the walls.  
Cleaning until 15.00.
15.00 - 16.00: Voting time.
20.00 +: Farewell dinner 
and awards!

MINICoN  
IN sPAIN

by Jan op  
de Beeck



��

Minicon in  
Osaka, Japan

July 4-7, 2011
Osaka Prefecture  

University
Look for more details  

in the next issue!
Check out the web for 

the latest info
http://iscajapan.blogspot.com/

or ISCA OSAKA MINICON~MATSURI~ 
on Facebook

Girona  
Minicon  
details
WHeRe: Gran ultonia

- Likeness competition  - Best b/w caricature 
- Best color caricature  - Best 3D-piece 
- Portfolio competition  - Best Studio piece 

Guest sPeAKeR: Joan Vizcarra

CoNveNtIoN Fee: 70,00 euro /Guest fee: 40,00 euro
Fee includes a welcome drink (2 tickets), participation to 
the convention, and the farewell dinner on Friday evening 
22th of April.

HoW to Get tHeRe:
Intercontinental passengers: Fly to Barcelona, and then 
take a train to Girona. For 8,00 euro, this great train brings 
you to Girona (in a little more than hour), and it stops in 
the neighbourhood of the hotel. 

european passengers: Besides flying to Barcelona, you 
also have the option to fly to Girona Airport with one of 
several European airlines, and then come to the centre of 
Girona by bus. 

Of course, you can also come by car. If you cross the 
border coming from France, you take exit 6 (salida/sortida 
6) for Girona centre. 

People you can contact about this event:   José 
Manuel Bergé (Spanish, English): http://www.vdeberge.
com/esp/contacte.php Emi Sato (Japanese, English): 
310emi@gmail.com Jan Op De Beeck (Nederlands, Eng-
lish, Français, Deutsch): jan.opdebeeck@telenet.be

April 19-22, 2011



Starting with the next issue the “In the Chair” and “Showcase” sections will 
be replaced with a theme gallery. The gallery theme for the next issue is 

Celebrity caricatures created 
 with a “Spring” theme

Deadline: February 28th
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File Specs: 300 dpi, longest side should be    
  between 3-5 inches/6-10 cm
Email info: Mail files to  
  EFeditor@caricature.org  

Please label file with your name.  
One submission per person.  
Files not meeting listed requirements above  
   may not be able to be included.
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Elvis Presley
by Yonie Woo

SHOWCASE

Alec Baldwin  
by Nate Kapnicky

Mel Gibson 
by Tim Hough
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Steve McQueen  
by Steven Duquette

Bob Marley  
by Ferdie Aberin
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Happy Couple 
by Sam Gorrie

John Woo  
by Leung Chee Pang

Nancy Pelosi  
by Steve Nyman
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Nov 2009
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $4374,13
Ending Balance $2623.77

Savings
Beg. Balance $29,295,90
Ending Balance $30,299.70

Deposits
PayPal Transfer $2,200.00
Global Pay (CCard income)  $1979.99
Deposit $290.00
Deposit Error correction $100.00
American Express Settlement $335.00
Total  $4904.99

Withdrawals
CC Purchase Condor Creations $451.75
Non Chase ATM Withdraw   $62.95
CC Purchase Nies Art Crafts  $4245.90
Total $4760.60

Other Withdrawals
Non Chase ATM Fee $2.00
Global Pay Fee $35.00
Amer Express Collections $12.90
Pymt Tracey Iverson $761.86
Transfer $78.80
Pymt Deborah Burmeister $964.00
Pymt Tad Barney $40.19
Total  $1894.75

Nov 2009 Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $1,003.80

Dec 2009
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $2,623.77
Ending Balance $3,280.00

Savings
Beg. Balance $30,299.70
Ending Balance $24,000.94

Deposits
12/03 PayPal Transfer $2,000.00
12/08 Deposit $4,809.64
12/15 Transfer from Savings $ 802.25
12/16 Transfer from Savings $5,000.00
12/30 Transfer from Savings $2,000.00
Total $14,611.89

Withdrawals
12/17 Card Purchase Kalahari Resorts $5,533.06
Total      $5533.06

Other Withdrawals
12/02 Global Pay $76.44
12/03 American Express Collection $7.95
12/08 Payment Tracey Iverson $600.00
12/14 Chase Epay $4,218.21
12/16 Payment Tracey Iverson $1,895.00
12/17 Payment Dave Schwan $300.00
12/18 Chase Epay $1,325.00
Total $8422.60

Dec 2009 Savings Summary
Deposits  and Additions $1,503.49
Withdrawals, Fees & Charges $7,802.25

ISCA 2009 – 2010 Financial Report
Yearly Financials
Net Deposits $64,738.89
Net Expenses $70,539.47
EF Costs (pay editor, printing, and shipping) $18,049.58
Convention Costs $6467.45
Manager and Outside Costs (Mgr. monthly salary, shipping, web costs etc.) $13,044.98
Credit Card payments $32,977.46

Monthly Summaries
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2010 FU
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ancials
Jan 2010

Chase Checking 
Beg. Balance $3,280.00
Ending Balance $3,856.13

Savings
Beg. Balance $24,000.94
Ending Balance $22,002.70

Deposits and Additions
01/04 PayPal Transfer  $1,000.00
01/05 Online Transfer From Savings $2,000.00
01/11 Credit Return: Payment Tracey Iverson 600.00
01/15 Deposit $1,060.00
01/21 PayPal Transfer PPD ID: Paypalsd11 2,000.00
01/26 Deposit $59.08
Total Deposits and Additions $6,719.08

Other Withdrawals
01/04 American Express Collection $7.95
01/05 Global Pay $35.00
01/08 Online Payment Tracey Iverson 600.00
01/11 Online Transfer To CC 5,000.00
01/11 Online Transfer To CC $500.00
Total Withdrawals $6719.08

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $1.76
Other Withdrawals, Fees & Charges $2,000.00

Feb 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $3,856.13
Ending Balance $2,713.18

Savings
Beg. Balance $22,002.70
Ending Balance $19,004.23

Withdrawals
02/02 Global Pay $35.00
02/03 American Express Collection $7.95
02/05 Tracey Iverson $600.00
02/11 Online Transfer To CC $500.00
02/16 Chase EPay to CC $ 5,000.00
Total Withdrawals $6,142.95

Deposits
02/12 Online Transfer from Savings $5,000.00

Total Deposits and Additions $5,000.00

Savings
Deposits and Additions  $2,001.53
Other Withdrawals, Fees & Charges  $5,000.00

March 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $2,713,18
Ending Balance $3,746.28

March Savings 
Beg. Balance $19,004.23
Ending Balance  $20,752.23

Deposits
03/23 Online Transfer from Savings $5,000.00
03/25 PayPal Transfer  $500.00
Total Deposits and Additions $5,500.00

Withdrawals 
03/02 Global Pay     $37.54
03/03 American Express $7.95
03/08 Payment To Tracey Iverson $600.00
03/23 Chase Epay $314.00
03/24 Payment  To Nies/Artcrafts $3,441.46
03/24 Reimbursement Ron Kantrowitz $65.95
Total Withdrawals $4,466.90

March Saving Summary
Deposits and Additions $3,001.72
Electronic Withdrawals $5,000.00

April 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $3,746.28
Ending Balance $3,561.88

Savings
Beg. Balance $20,752.23
Ending Balance  $10,668.46

Deposits and Additions
04/06 Online Transfer From Savings $5,000.00
04/13 ODP Transfer From Savings $4,400.00
04/15 Deposit $1,012.40
04/15 Online Transfer From Savings   $500.00
04/19 Paypal Transfer $ 1,200.00
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04/26 Paypal Transfer $850.00
Total Deposits and Additions $12962.40

Withdrawals
04/08 Card Purchase Nies Art Craft $972.36
Total Withdrawals $972.36

Other Withdrawals 
04/02 Global $54.50
04/05 American Express    $7.95
04/06 Payment To Deborah Burmeister $1,000.00
04/08 Payment To Tracey Iverson $600.00
04/09 Online Transfer To CC  $500.00
04/09 Chase Epay to CC $5,000.00
04/13 Chase Epay to CC $5,000.00
04/20 Intl Coll Fx Adjust Famt    $62.40 
04/15/10      $1.99
04/13 ODP Transfer Fee $10.00
Total Other Withdrawals           $12,174.44

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions             $0.63
Electronic Withdrawals         $5,500.00
Fees and Other Withdrawals             $4,400.00

May 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $3,561.88
Ending Balance $1,721.03

Savings
Beg. Balance $10,668.46
Ending Balance $3,356.82

Deposits and Additions
05/24 ODP Transfer From Savings   $1,750.00
05/24 Online Transfer From Savings $2,000.00
05/26 Paypal Transfer  $1,700.00
Total Deposits and Additions  $5,450.00  

Withdrawals
05/04 Global Pay $35.00
05/04 American Express Collection $7.95
05/07 Payment To Tracey Iverson $600.00
05/11 Online Transfer To CC $500.00
05/21 Chase Autopay $1,674.15
05/24 Online Payment to Nies/Artcrafts $3,463.75
05/24 Payment To Deborah Burmeister $1,000.00
Total Withdrawals $7,280.85

Other Withdrawals 
05/24 ODP Transfer Fee $10.00
Total Other Withdrawals $10.00

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $0.24
Electronic Withdrawals         $2,000.00
Fees and Other Withdrawals        $1,750.0

June 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $1,721.03
Ending Balance $2,030.62

Savings
Beg. Balance $3,356.82
Ending Balance $4,056.98

Deposits and Additions
06/14 Deposit  $1,974.48
06/14 Deposit  $335.00
Total Deposits and Additions $2,309.48   

Withdrawals
06/02 Global Pay $35.45
06/03 American Express Collection  $7.95
06/08 Payment to Tracey Iverson $600.00
06/11 Online Transfer to CC $500.00
06/21 Chase Autopay to CC $856.49
Total Withdrawals $1,999.89

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $ 700.16

July 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $2,030.62
Ending Balance $1,167.93

Savings
Beg. Balance $4,056.98
Ending Balance $6,557.19

July Deposits and Additions
07/21 Online Transfer Savings             $1,500.00
Total Deposits and Additions             $1,500.00   

Withdrawals
07/02 Global Pay  $35.00
07/06 American Express Collection  $7.95
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07/08 Payment  To Tracey Iverson $600.00
07/09 Transfer  to CC $500.00
07/21 Reimbursement To Tracey Iverson $59.37
07/21 Payment to Tracey Iverson $ 600.00
07/21 Payment To Word Pro Systems, Llc $300.00
07/29 Chase Epay to CC $260.37
Total Withdrawals             $2,362.69

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions            $4,000.21
Electronic Withdrawals          $1,500.00

August 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance $1,167.93
Ending Balance $1,520.74

Savings
Beg. Balance  $6,557.19
Ending Balance  $9557.64

Deposits and Additions
08/24 Online Transfer From Savings $2,000.00
Total Deposits and Additions $2000.00   

Withdrawals
08/03 Global Pay Global $35.00
08/03 American Express Collection $7.95
08/06 Online Payment To Tracey Iverson $600.00
08/24 Payment To Deborah Burmeister $1000.00
08/24 Chase Epay to CC $4.24
Total Withdrawals             $1,647.19

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $5,000.45
Electronic Withdrawals $2,000.00

Sept 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance  $1,520.74
Ending Balance  $1,930.84

Savings
Beg. Balance  $9557.64
Ending Balance  $26,489.86

Deposits and Additions
09/07 Deposit $1,419.00
Total Deposits and Additions $1,419.00   

Withdrawals
09/28 Card Purchase Csc Wilmington DE $356.00
Total Withdrawals $356.00

Other Withdrawals 
09/02 Global Pay Global $44.95
09/03 American Express Collection $7.95
09/08 Payment To Tracey Iverson $600.00
Total Other Withdrawals $652.90

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions 1 1,419.00
ATM & Debit Card Withdrawals 1 - 356.00
Electronic Withdrawals 3 - 652.90

Oct 2010
Chase Checking 

Beg. Balance  $1,930.84
Ending Balance  1,721.65

Savings
Beg. Balance  $26,489.86
Ending Balance  $32,884.05

Deposits and Additions
10/12 Online Transfer Savings   $3,000.00
10/12 Credit Return:  Tracey Iverson $ 600.00
10/26 Online Transfer Savings $1,000.00
Total Deposits and Additions $4,600.00

Withdrawals
10/08 Nies Art Craft $962.11
10/21 Pins For Anything $377.50
Total Withdrawals  $1,339.61

Other Withdrawals 
10/04 Global $44.95
10/04 American Express $7.95
10/07 Payment to Tracey Iverson $600.00
10/12 Reimbursement to Tracey Iverson $28.00
10/12 Con Fee Reimbursement Lee Suckow $274.00
10/12 Chase Epay  to CC             $1,430.90
10/26 Payment  To Deborah Burmeister $1,000.00
10/28 Transfer To Chk $83.78
Total Other Withdrawals           $3,469.58

Savings Summary
Deposits and Additions $10,603.38
Electronic Withdrawals $ 4,000.00



922 W. Drayton Street
Ferndale, MI 48220 uSA

Special Guest of Honor: Drew Friedman

The convention starts with the Ice breaker and registra-
tion on Sunday November 13th 2011 and ends with the 
Awards Banquet on Friday November 18th 2011. 

More details to come.  See you on the beach!

Tradewinds Island Grand Resort 
St. Pete Beach, Florida

Mark your calendars for the 

20th Annual  
IScA convention
at the  


