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Thoughts from  
               the editorHello again and welcome to another is-
sue of Exaggerated Features. It has been 
a few months since the convention, but 
for those of you who attended, we have 
quite a few memories in this issue. And 
for those who could not make it, it is a 
chance to see some of what you missed.

First off, congratulations to all the 
award winners at the convention. I 
wasn’t able to make it this year, but 
thanks to Robert Bauer doing a live 
stream on Facebook, I was able to 
watch the auction and award ceremony 
in real time. It looked like everyone had 
a great time. Bet the food was good, 
too! Though I am not too sure about 
the peanut butter and banana sand-
wiches that the hotel offered through-
out the week.

We also welcome a couple of new 
additions to the board of directors and 
a new president, Tom Faraci. Tom has 

a lot of great ideas on where this orga-
nization is headed, so be sure to read 
his letter starting on page 2. There also 
are changes coming to the membership 
tiers, which can be found on page 27. 
Hopefully, this will make things a little 
less complicated for everyone. The 
members have spoken and as you will 
see, the board has responded!

As usual, the Post-Convention issue 
always contains lots of artwork and 
photos of the winners, and this year is 
no exception. Thanks to Tom Brennan 
again for being our photographer in 
my stead. Look for these photos in a 
Facebook album soon. We also have a 
couple of convention-related inter-
views: one with our Golden Nosey 
winner, Sebastian Martin, and one 

with our Studio Piece winner,  
Don Pinsent. And new for this year, 
we have pictures of all the wonderful 
pieces that were in the auction.

Just a reminder that the next two issues 
will be PDFs only. We will resume the 
printed edition with the Pre-Conven-
tion issue in October. 

Use this issue as your guidebook for the 
next convention, as you chart your map 
to greatness, or at least plan your way 
to Las Vegas in November.

Debbie “debbo” Burmeister
Exaggerated Features
Editor/Art Director

efeditor@caricature.org 
instagram @debbiedoesdrawings
www.socalcaricatures.com

Although we have made every effort to ensure 
that the information in this magazine was cor-
rect at press time, the editor and board do not 
assume and hereby disclaim any liability to any 
party for any loss, damage, or disruption caused 
by errors or omissions, whether such errors or 
omissions result from negligence, accident, or 
any other cause.

The cover
2018 Golden Nosey winner Daniel Stieglitz created our current cover image 
of recent Golden Nosey winner, Sebastian Martin. You will also find several 
other award-winning artists from this year’s convention on the cover. Find 
out more about Sebastian in his interview starting on page 20 of this issue.

https://www.instagram.com/debbiedoesdrawings/
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Letter from 
the Prez

Dear ISCA Friends and Family,

Another ISCA Con, another year, and 
another decade are behind us. I hope 
those of you who joined us in Memphis 
loved it every bit as much as I did. I’ve 
said it before and I’ll repeat it here: What 
an incredible, unique experience we 
are privileged to take part in. A chance 
to spend a week amongst friends new 
and old, to be able to draw, paint, and 
sculpt in such a vibrant, stimulating and 
creative atmosphere, and to be able to 
do so alongside some of the best artists 
in the world — I am forever grateful for 
every convention I get to experience 
and all that this organization has given 
to me. Which is why I am honored to 
be writing to you today as president of 
the International Society of Caricature 
Artists. When I joined this organiza-
tion ten years ago, I never could have 
imagined myself in a leadership position. 
I’d like to thank my friends and former 
board members Ali Thome, Cory Lally,  
and AJ Jensen. A big special shoutout 
to Matt Zitman and Chris Moore, the 
two presidents I served under. Matt 
provided guidance when I was a rookie 
on the board, and Chris has continually 
encouraged and inspired me over the 
years, eventually giving me the push I 
needed to step up as president. Thank 
you both for all you’ve done for me and 
for ISCA. I’d also like to introduce your 
2020 Board of Directors. Returning this 
year are Manny Avetisyan, Ben Bloss, 
and Erik “Rowdy” Roadfeldt. Joining us 

are Robin Schwartzman and Christo-
pher Tamlyn. Keeping everyone in line, 
as usual, is our incredible manager, CeCe 
Holt! ISCA wouldn’t be half of what it is 
without her.

Speaking of the con, I’d like to congratu-
late Sebastian Martin, our 2019 Golden 
Nosey winner, along with our Silver and 
Bronze winners, Damon Renthrope 
and Manny Avetisyan, respectively. I’d 
also like to congratulate Joe Bluhm, our 
2019 Hall of Fame inductee. And one 
last congratulations to all of our winners 
at #ISCAcon28! You can see the list of 
winners and their work starting on page 
4 of this issue.

In other news, the results of the post-
con survey are in! Generally speaking, 
the results were overwhelmingly posi-
tive! And with 213 attendees producing 
amazing artwork, a great lineup of 
speakers, and the nightly free PB&J bar, 
how could they be anything but? We’ve 
received a lot of good constructive 
feedback, as well: 75% of respondents 
said they’d be equally (48.3%) or more 
(26.7%) likely to attend a paid work-
shop if it took place during the regular 
con schedule, as opposed to a pre-con 
add-on. A whopping 30% of people who 
commented on what they’d like to see in 
future seminars asked for more focus on 
the business side of things — bookkeep-
ing, salesmanship, insurance, and retire-
ment planning came up several times. 
Other popular topics included a focus 

on anatomy, tackling various mediums, 
and how to be a better communicator in 
live settings. As for competitions, you 
prefer slides to live models for the Like-
ness Competition, wish for the Speed 
Competition to return to its former 
glory as a full-fledged event, and prefer 
the Art Fight of previous Ice Breakers to 
this year’s Talent Show. (Fun fact — we 
switched to a talent show because last 
year’s survey suggested it was time to 
retire Art Fight! See, we listen!) 

Some more feedback: The photo booth 
and reference album were a hit! I saw 
a few recurring comments suggesting 
that online registration should be easier 
(more on that below), new attendees 
would appreciate a hand in meeting vet-
eran attendees and being overall better 
integrated, and many of you would like 
to see a clarification of voting categories. 
And I have some good news — we’ve 
already been discussing a lot of those 
concerns, some for quite a while now. All 
of this information will help us perfect 
the 2020 ISCA convention in Las Vegas, 
NV — taking place November 15-20!

Regarding registration: One of our 
priorities going into this year was 
streamlining the membership and con 
registration process — and judging by 
the survey, it seems many of you were 
concerned about this as well. With that 
in mind, we decided to limit the number 
of membership options to two: Online 
Only and Professional. In addition, 

Left: Jota Leal’s Acrylic 
Painting Workshop 

Right: Kirby Rudolph 
demonstrating how to 

“Get Silly With It” — one 
of many seminars that 
took place at this year’s 
convention.
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we’ll be offering a package option so 
you can re-up your membership and 
register for the con in a single transac-
tion. We will no longer be offering the 
Associate and Gold membership. As-
sociate membership is being replaced 
by the Online Only membership. (See 
page 27 for more information.) Cur-
rent Associate members will be up-
graded to Professional status so they 
may still register for the convention. 
As for Gold membership, the original 
intention was to reward members who 
wanted to support ISCA by paying a 
little more than a standard member-
ship would cost. When we crunched 
the numbers, however, we realized 
the Gold membership system was 
actually costing us money. That said, 
we will still be recognizing those who 
wish to support us via our Contributor 
program (more info on that coming 
soon.) Many of the same Gold perks 
will be available to members who wish 
to contribute via a donation option at 
checkout. On top of that, we will be 
offering the VIP Reception as a sepa-
rately ticketed option to all attending 
convention members, much like our 
workshops. 

Speaking of — how cool was this 
year’s VIP Reception at Presley 
Motors? Thank you to our Guest of 
Honor Valentin Chibrit for making 
it a memorable, once-in-a-lifetime 
experience! I know I may be biased be-

cause he painted me, but I think it was 
awesome for everyone else, as well. 
While I’m on the subject, thank you to 
all of our 2019 speakers and workshop 
instructors: Stephen Silver, Jota Leal, 
Ben Bloss, Kirby Rudolph, Mae Adao, 
Jon Guerzon, Sebastian Martin, and 
Nolan Harris. And thank you all for al-
lowing myself and my good friend Joe 
Ciomek to screen our long-gestating 
documentary film, American Carica-
ture. It was an unforgettable experi-
ence and it was an honor to be able to 
share it with everyone who attended.

Lastly, I want to share that I had the 
privilege of attending not one but 
TWO gallery shows featuring work 
from past ISCA Guests of Honor here 
in central Ohio. The first was Art of 
Caricature, a group show featuring 
Tom Fluharty, Carlo La Rosa, and 
John T. Quinn III at The Works in 
Newark, OH. Rob Hren and I made it 
to the opening reception and got to 
meet Carlo and attend a demo by Tom. 
The event is open to the public until 
March 30th. After that, we stopped 
by the Billy Ireland Cartoon Museum 
in Columbus, OH to check out Drew 
Friedman’s show, Drawn to Presi-
dents, a collection of new portraits of 
every U.S. President, and a retrospec-
tive collection of his political artwork 
and influences. That show has since 
ended, but you can see John Kascht’s 
traveling exhibit, Making Faces, from 

now until May 3rd. Regardless of the 
exhibit, I highly recommend a visit to 
the Billy Ireland Cartoon Museum to 
anyone passing through Ohio.

That’s all I’ve got for this issue! I look 
forward to working with this board to 
make 2020 a standout year for ISCA. 
We have a lot up our collective sleeve. 
One last thing — you wouldn’t be read-
ing any of this if not for our diligent 
editor, Debbie “Debbo” Burmeister. 
Working with Debbo on the maga-
zine has been one of the highlights 
of my tenure on the board, and I look 
forward to continuing that collabora-
tion as president. I realize I owe a lot 
of people a lot of thanks for a lot of 
things. But for now, I’ll leave it at this: 
Thank you, ISCA friends and family. I 
hope to serve you well.

Sincerely,

Tom Faraci
President of the International  
Society of Caricature Artists

tomfaraci@caricature.org 
@tomfaraciart (instagram/fb) 
www.tomfaraci.com 
www.americancaricature.com

Left: Tom Faraci at Drew Fried-
man’s “Drawn to Presidents” 
exhibit. 
Photo Credit: Rob Hren

Right: From left to right:  
Rob Hren, Tom Fluharty,  
Carlo La Rosa, and Tom Faraci.
Photo Credit: Katherine Chisholm

Left: VIP Reception and 
Digital Painting Demo 
at Elvis Presley’s Auto 
Museum.  
 
Right: Auditorium 
before the American 
Caricature premiere.
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2019 Winners 

Likeness Competition 
1st Place Kiko Yamada
2nd Place Dan Almariei
3rd Place Casey Christenson

Congratulations to all of our winners! Due to space limitations, artwork shown is from the first-place winners only. 

Speed Competition
1st Place Alani Jimenez
2nd Place Steve Dorris 
3rd Place Robin Schwartzman

444
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EF Submission  
Gift Card Winner 
 Teresa Farrington

Live Retail/Party Style
1st Place Riya Takahashi
2nd Place Ali Thome
3rd Place Kiko Yamada

5
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Facebook Contest   
  Sebastian Martin

Outstanding Body Situation
1st Place Daniel Stieglitz
2nd Place AJ Jensen
3rd Place Takao Hamai

6



Most Humorous
1st Place  Kirby Rudolph
2nd Place Chris Chua
3rd Place AJ Jensen

Outstanding Black & White Technique
1st Place Tony Sobota
2nd Place Tony Smith
3rd Place Dan Almariei

7



Outstanding Traditional Style (new category)
1st Place Riya Takahashi
2nd Place Derek Brennan
3rd Place Tony Smith 

Outstanding Color Technique
1st Place Mae Adao
2nd Place Salah Khudari
3rd Place Valentin Chibrit

8



Outstanding Digital Style (new category)
1st Place Sebastian Martin
2nd Place Valentin Chibrit
3rd Place Kev Jackson 

Outstanding Minimal Style (new category)
1st Place Kuni Noguchi*
2nd Place Ryan Secora
3rd Place Laurel Hawkswell

*not pictured 9
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Outstanding Exaggerated Style
1st Place Sebastian Martin
2nd Place Manny Avetisyan
3rd Place Caleb Hitchcock

Outstanding 3D Technique
1st Place Chris Moore
2nd Place Jorge Torrealba
3rd Place Brian Denisiuk

10



Outstanding Cartoon Style
1st Place  AJ Jensen
2nd Place Kirby Rudolph
3rd Place  Kiko Yamada

Outstanding Abstract/Design Style
1st Place  Sebastian Martin
2nd Place Kuni Noguchi*
3rd Place Ryan Secora

*not pictured 11



Best Studio Piece
1st Place  Don Pinsent
2nd Place Damon Renthrope 

  3rd Place Glenn Ferguson

Most Innovative Technique (new category)
1st Place Jorge Torrealba
2nd Place Chris Moore
3rd Place Brian Denisiuk

12
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Ismael Roldan Award 
Rookie of the Year 

Paul Sepulveda

Best Portfolio
1st Place Glenn Ferguson
2nd Place Sebastian Martin
3rd Place  Takao Hamai

13



Guest of Honor Award 
Takao Hamai

Hall of Fame
Joe Bluhm

Elvis (Print)  
by Manny Avetisyan   $105

Bob Ross (Acrylic on Canvas)  
by Mae Adao   $250

Prince (Print)  
by Glenn Ferguson   $100 

Prince (Acrylic)  
by Jota Leal   $500 

Kurt Cobain (Pencil)  
by Glenn Ferguson   $170

Original Concept Sketches (Ink) 
by Stephen Silver  $120

Auction Pieces

14



Casablanca (Canvas Print) 
by Jason Seiler   $310 

Bob Dylan (Print)  
by Tom Fluharty $200

Paul McCartney (Print)  
by Tom Fluharty $300

Donald Trump (Indigo Pencil) 
by Tom Fluharty    $240 

Custom Puppet Commission 
by Stacy Pierce   $650

Elvis (Canvas Print)  
by Valentin Chibrit   $450 

2 Elvis Originals  
(Charcoal and White Pencil) 
by Jota Leal   $260 

Beatles (Acrylic on Canvas) 
by Jota Leal    $4,000 

Elvis (Acrylic on Canvas) 
by Jota Leal    $1,100 

Darth Vader  
(Acrylic on Canvas)
Jota Leal    $1,000 

Convention Piece -  
“The Road to Memphis” 
Daniel Stieglitz   $450

Elvis (Workshop Acrylic) 
by Jota Leal    $350 

A special thanks to everyone  
who offered pieces for the  
annual auction.
 
Total raised: $10,630!

Personalized MAD Magazine  
& Print by Jason Seiler   $75

15



16 1Road to Memphis  
by Daniel Stieglitz

toP ten cAricAtures  
of the YeAr

Front Row: Michael Graessle, Daniel Stieglitz , Joe Bluhm, Mae Adao. Back row: Chris Moore, Jason Seiler, Paul Evina Ze, Takao Hamai,
Damon Renthrope

16 2   Berndt Orange 
  by Joe Bluhm  16
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3  Sergio Vargas  
by Damon Renthrope

5  Ben & Kuni  
by Damon Renthrope 6  The Board  

 by Takao Hamai 7 Glenn Ferguson  
  by Jason Seiler

8   The Chairman 
by Chris Moore 9  Team Austria 

by Mae Adao

4 Jared Hobson  
  by Michael Graessle 

10  Thomas Counts 
 by Paul Evina Ze

17
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 1. Sebastian Martin - 
  Gold Nosey
 2. Damon Renthrope - 
  Silver Nosey
 3. Manny Avetisyan - 
  Bronze Nosey

 4. Derek Brennan  

 5. Takao Hamai

 6. Valentin Chibrit   
  7. Daniel Stieglitz
 8. Kev Jackson  
 9. Tony Smith
 10. Hitomi Ishihara

1 2

Front row: Daniel Stieglitz, Manny Avetisyan , Damon Renthrope . Middle Row: Takao Hamai, Kev Jackson, Sebastian Martin . 
Back Row: Derek Brennan, Tony Smith, HItomi Ishihara, Valentin Chibrit. 

cAricAturist of YeAr
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2019 Golden Nosey 
Interview

Paula Petlowany, 19” x 13”, Photoshop

by Debbie “debbo”  Burmeister, CeCe Holt and Erik Roadfeldt 

Congratulations to Sebastian Martin for taking home 
this year’s Golden Nosey! Here Sebastian answers a 
few of our nosy Nosey questions.

Q: How and when did you get 
introduced to the wonderful 

world of caricature?

A: In 2012 I decided to draw a 
parody of a coworker. Before 

that I thought cartoons were a stupid 
waste of my time but this drawing got 
laughs around the office and after that 
I got hooked on the reaction so I went 
out and bought books on how to draw 
caricatures and cartoons. Spent hours 

after work doing nothing but draw-
ing. Eventually I came across ISCA 
and from there everything just blew 
through the roof of the possibilities of 
caricature art. I was so excited. I knew 
this was something I needed to do. I 
now work full time as an artist and do 
what I love, drawing caricatures.

Q: So what did you do to earn a 
living before you were bitten 

by the caricature bug? And what 

was it like, going from an office en-
vironment to being your own boss?

A: I washed cars for Hyundai before 
getting into caricatures. After 

that I became my own boss and it got 
harder because I needed will power to 
get things done without anyone telling 
me to!

Q: What is your super power? 
Or what super power would 

you want to have?

A: My best quality: biting off 
more than I can chew, then 

semi-chewing it. Desired super power: 
biting off more than I can chew, then 
chewing it.

20
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Q: Where is your favorite place 
in the world, or where 

would you want to visit? 

A: Does Jurassic Park count?                    

Q:  Sure, I don’t see why not! 
Would you want to set up a 

caricature stand there?

A: Knowing what happens in the 
books and movies I probably 

would not want to set up shop on any 
of the Jurassic Park islands!

Q: Tell us a funny story relating 
to caricature...

A: More gross than funny, let’s just 
say a very heavyset customer and 

pulling damp cash from their crevice...

Q: What would you like to tell 
the members of ISCA?

A: Thank you for keeping me 
inspired over the years! For years 

I felt like an outsider always looking in, 
so it was a dream come true to meet 
many of you last year! I was star-struck. 
You all were celebrities in my book!

Q: What does being a carica-
ture artist mean to you? 

A: Being a caricature artist has had 
a huge impact on me. Not only 

do I see it as a teaching moment for 
others but it’s been therapeutic for 
me in embracing my differences. I was 
the kid in school you would stuff in a 
locker. Because I was bullied I hated 
myself, but caricatures put a new spin 
on my flaws and showed me that our 
differences are the best part of being 
human!

Q: What do you like most 
about yourself? 

A: I can easily fit into small  
compartments.

Q: If you were stranded on a 
desert island, what would 

your swimsuit look like? Or what 
three books would you bring? 

A: Me no need no stinkin’ bathing 
suit. But books; Rules of Summer 

by Shaun Tan (for light reading), The 
Hobbit (for heavy reading), and of 
course my Bible (FOR SUPER HEAVY 
READING!)

Q: Tell us a little about your 
family...

A: Little? You’ve obviously seen 
my family. I am the first gener-

ation of immigrant parents. We are of 
Mayan descent! Pretty ancient, hah...
We are very close and have a relatively 
healthy relationship with one another 
due to keeping Christ in the home!

Q: What are your interests?

A: My wife Courtney, comics, Lord 
of the Rings, shredding on the 

guitar, and PIZZA.

Q:Who are some of your  
caricature influences? 

A: Joe Bluhm, Jason Seiler, Brian 
Oakes, Nate Kapnicky, Glenn 

Ferguson, to name a few!

Q: What is your typical  
workday like? Do you  

work every day? 

A: I work from home! A typical 
workday for me is coffee first, 

Bible reading, create artwork, and 
emails! Then waking up at 1 am to 

Left: Cece and Garrett Holt, Photoshop
Above: Glenn Ferguson, Photoshop
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start over because any artwork I creat-
ed during the day wasn’t good enough. 

Q: What do you do to improve 
your skills? 

A: I find the most help in studying 
artists that aren’t caricature 

artists! Then experiment in my sketch-
book to find what works and doesn’t 
work. I try not to worry about messing 
up because no one else has to see that!

Q: What is your favorite thing/
person to draw?

A: Other than people I love drawing 
animals! They have just as much 

personality as people!

Q: What were your expecta-
tions for this year’s conven-

tion? Did you do anything to pre-
pare yourself physically, mentally?

A: My expectations for every ISCA 
CON are always to have fun, get 

creative, and be encouraged! I do 
prepare myself for the conventions by 
going over the fundamentals of art to 
know what makes a great composition 
and I do lots of sketching!

Q: Did you get any sleep during 
the convention competition? 

Some winners of this award in the 
past have gone without sleep to 
reach the top.

A: There is very little sleep during 
the convention. I get about three 

to four hours of sleep a day there. Pow-
er naps are the key to enduring such 
long, sleepless nights. But having your 
creative bank account full also helps 
with creating artwork quickly.

Q:The work on your website 
for clients is nothing like the 

style that you do at the convention. 
Do the two overlap?

A: The work I do for clients does 
have a business side to it. It caters 

to a larger group of people. My own 
personal style (like the caricatures done 
for ISCA) does have its own audience! 
But slowly and surprisingly my personal 
style is increasing in demand.

Q:Do you have a favorite piece 
your winning wall? How did 

you choose your subjects? What 
media did you use? Where do 
those shapes come from?

A: My favorite piece done was of Ce-
leste! It felt a lot like my style and 

I enjoyed producing it! Choosing sub-
jects to draw is based on anyone with 
an interesting look that will give you 
an interesting result! My work is very 
abstract and choosing the right subject 
can help with developing the most 
interesting shapes too! Although most 
assume I use programs like Illustrator, I 
actually use Photoshop to render all my 
digital work.

Q: Is there any new media that 
you would like to try?

A: I am not doing anything too 
different. I am currently taking 

my work from 2D to 3D paper sculpture 
form which I hope to bring to the next 
ISCA CON!

Q: What other artwork do you 
do besides caricature?

A: I do love creating sci-fi illus-
trations! I am a fan of artists 

like Moebius, Shaun Tan and more!  
Creating worlds and stories of the 
unexplained and beyond have always 
fascinated me!

You can follow Sebastian at  
@ColorboxEntertainment  
on Facebook and Instagram. ef

Celeste Cordova, Photoshop
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Tom Faraci, President
Chris Tamlyn, Vice President
Manny Avetisyan, Treasurer

Ben Bloss,Treasurer 
Robin Schwartzman, Secretary
Erik Roadfeldt, Secretary

From left to right: Ben Bloss, Manny Avetisyan, Tom Faraci, CeCe Holt, Erik Roadfeldt,  
Robin Schwartzman and Chris Tamlyn.

CeCe Holt, Manager

Thank you to all of our convention sponsors!Thank you to all of our convention sponsors!
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Your New Board of Directors

http://www.thecaliforniaboys.com
https://www.zebrapen.com
https://www.xp-pen.com
https://www.artsupplywarehouse.com
https://www.escapemotions.com/products/rebelle/index.php
https://www.memphistravel.com
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t ISCAcon28, Don Pinsent’s Studio Piece of the Year, “Icons of Rock,” a collage      
 of caricatures of 141 iconic rock stars, inspired many questions. In this 

interview, Don provides us with some of the answers.

Alani Jimenez: This piece is Incredible! 
What do you call it? 
Don Pinsent: Thanks! This is called Icons 
of Rock. I think you’ll be able to see why. 

AJ: What medium did you use? 
DP: This is all drawn digitally, in Sketch-
book. I drew each face in a separate, 
individual file, then assembled them all 
into one big collage. 

AJ: What inspired you to draw so many 
musicians? 
DP: Well, back when I first started 
the initial sketching in 2011, I had just 
finished a similar collage of caricatures 
of the characters from the TV show Lost, 
and the thought occurred to me how 
cool it would be if that piece could be 
just the first in a series of collages all in 
the same style. I started trying to think 
of what other properties would lend 
themselves to big group assemblies like 
that, and rock music seemed a good 
choice, what with all the great, unique 
faces there are in that field. 

AJ: How did you decide where to place 
each face? What was the planning 
process like? 
DP: All I knew for sure when I first start-
ed deciding who was going to go where 
was that I wanted the Beatles right in 
the center. I’m a huge Beatles fan, and in 
my mind, all rock music centers around 
them. Then, I knew I wanted Bob Dylan, 
Tom Petty, Roy Orbison, and Jeff Lynne 
near George Harrison, as they all formed 
The Traveling Wilburys together. After 
them, it was just a matter of placing 
them randomly until they all fit. You 
may notice that The Beach Boys were 
the only band I drew all together as a 
group as opposed to drawing each one 

from a separate reference photo. I don’t 
know why exactly that was, except that 
particular photo just seemed to typify 
that band pretty well. Once I had drawn 
them all together like that, it seemed 
natural, somehow, to place them down 
at the bottom of the image. Oh, also, I 
knew from the start that I wanted Elvis 
featured prominently at the top, in his 
rightful place as the King of Rock ’n’ Roll. 

AJ: And how long did it take from start 
to finish? 
DP: The whole thing took about eight 
years, although only about the last three 
years were spent really pursuing it in ear-
nest. Up until some time in 2016, I had 

just been doing a little here and there 
from time to time, sometimes leaving it 
for months before starting up again. 

AJ: Throughout the process, what did 
you say to yourself to keep motivated? 
DP: I think my main two motivating 
thoughts were, first: “Don’t let this be 
yet another in a long list of projects you 
start and never finish,” and second: “This 
has to be good enough to impress your 
fellow ISCA members, since they were 
the ones who inspired you to really put 
your all into it.” 

AJ: What was the most challenging part 
of putting this piece together? 
DP: The most challenging part of the 
whole process didn’t even have much 
to do with drawing, it was deciding who 
to include. My first thought, way back 
in 2011, was to just make a collage of 
musicians I personally liked. But then 
I thought I should make something 
that would have a wider appeal, so I 
knew I had to base the choices more on 
who really qualified as iconic, regard-
less of whether or not I was a fan. So 
that meant I had to cut a few personal 
favorite musicians that I had already 
sketched. Then I consulted with a 
few friends of mine who knew more 
about music than I did. I also knew I 
had to stick to artists I felt qualified 
as “Rock,” and not “Pop,” because if I 
started getting into that field, it would 
be impossible to keep the list down to 
a reasonable number of faces. So that’s 
why some truly iconic pop stars like 
Michael Jackson aren’t in there. Any-
way, at one point, the list of people I 
was considering including was over 250 
names long, which I knew was going to 
be more work than I wanted to do, so I 
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had to start thinking about what “iconic” 
really meant, and who I could cut from 
the list based on that. It was surprisingly 
difficult and mentally taxing. 

AJ: What was the most fun part? 
DP: Just the drawing. Especially when 
I would come up with a caricature that 
I really felt nailed the likeness, pushed 
the exaggerations further than I was 
used to, AND had a strong sense of 
three-dimensionality to it. Whenever I 
was able to satisfactorily hit all three 
of those criteria in a caricature, it was 
super rewarding! 

AJ: Did you listen to each artist’s music 
while drawing each face? 
DP: No, I have to admit, there are quite 
a few artists pictured in this collage of 
whom I am not a fan. But there certainly 
were times when I happened to have 
some artist’s music playing at the same 
time I was sketching them. 

AJ: How long have you been doing 
caricatures? 
DP: I first started practicing the art of 
caricature when I was a teenager, proba-
bly about 15 years old. I was reading Mad 
Magazine a lot at that time, and since I 
had been into drawing ever since I was a 
small child, the artwork especially spoke 
to me. I first started doing caricatures for 
money in the summer of 1996. 

AJ: When you started doing caricatures 
did you think you would be able to 
achieve such an accomplishment? 
DP: I don’t think the possibility of 
accomplishing something on the scale 
of Icons of Rock ever occurred to me 
back in my teens, as I’ll admit I had let 
myself buy into the popular notion that 

caricature didn’t really count as art, that 
it was just a novelty meant for theme 
parks and humor magazines. It wasn’t 
until I was introduced to the work of 
Sebastian Krüger (also in the summer of 
‘96) that I realized how wrong that way 
of thinking was! 

AJ: Who are some of your main inspira-
tions for doing caricatures? You men-
tioned Sebastian Krüger, and the artists 
from Mad Magazine, who else would you 
care to name, that starting artists should 
know about, who helped you to keep 
your motivation while doing this piece? 
DP: Fluck & Law (creators of the Spit-
ting Image puppets), Jan Op de Beeck, 
and more recently, Anthony Geoffroy. 
Geoffroy’s work, especially, reminded 
me that, aside from hitting likenesses 
and exaggeration, caricatures should 
also be fun to look at! And a HUGE 
amount of inspiration has come to me 
lately by way of attending ISCA conven-
tions and watching people work there! 
As I mentioned earlier, that was a real 
driving force while I was creating Icons 
of Rock! I started drawing it, as I said, 
in 2011, but after attending my first 
convention in 2015, I started redrawing 
a lot of my earlier sketches, trying to 
improve the likenesses and to get out 
of the comfort zone I had previously 
settled into where my level of exaggera-
tion was concerned. 

AJ: ISCA does have a way of keeping us 
all on our toes and humble in our artistic 
voyage. Now that you have won 1st 
place for Studio Piece, what is next? 
DP: Ha ha! Next is the Golden Nosey!... 
Okay, maybe not, but I mostly aim to just 
keep improving. And as I said, I would like 
to continue creating more collages in this 

series. I have a few different properties in 
mind that I think would be suitable. I’m 
also planning to self-publish a book on the 
topic of Icons of Rock fairly soon as well. 

AJ: Have you considered writing tutori-
als and/or books on caricatures? 
DP: I had never really considered writing 
any instructional books on caricature, 
since there are already so many of them 
out there, and I wasn’t sure what more I 
could say. But just last year, an angle did 
occur to me that I do think could make 
for a worthwhile book, so I may start on 
that in 2020 as well. 

AJ: When did you decide Icons of Rock 
was finished? 
DP: Well, I did all the rough sketches and 
assembled them before starting any of 
the final versions, so it was easy to make 
the call. When I had finished the last 
caricature, and added all the little space 
fillers in between, that it was finally, once 
and for all, DONE! 

AJ: Congratulations on your 1st place 
award for Studio Piece. This is an epic 
piece, of which I am happy to own a 
copy. Thanks for your influence to the 
caricature world. 
DP: Well, thank YOU for owning a copy, 
and for your kind words. If I truly do have 
any influence on the world of caricature, 
I will be extremely honored! 

Prints of “Icons of Rock” are available  
for sale. Please contact Don Pinsent  
(don@caricaturesbydon.com) to inquire. 
Follow Don on Instagram @caricaturesby-
don. Follow Alani Jimenez on Instagram  
@mr.alanij. ef

Closeups of The Beach Boys (left) and The Beatles (right)
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ISCA is saddened to learn of the 
passing of one of our members, Victor 
Patterson. Victor became a live cari-
cature artist following his retirement 
from his career at NBC in California, 
where he had most recently worked 
as a Technical Director for Access 
Hollywood. Though he was only able 
to attend two conventions, he quickly 
made many friends within the organi-
zation and was a founding member of 
the “ISCA Golf Outing.” We imagine a 
few holes will be played in his honor. 
Rest in peace, Victor.

ISCA Member  
Victor Patterson

ISCA members Chris Tamlyn, Joe Bluhm, Bob East 
and Victor Patterson on the golf course in 2018 
during the annual convention in San Diego.

Victor Patterson in front of his wall at the 2018 
annual convention in San Diego.
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1/18 .......... 799.89 ...........membership
1/18 ........ 1195.00  ..........EF Printing
1/22 ......... -700.00 ...........management
2/1 ..........-372.65 ...........EF
2/4 .......... -700.00 ...........management
2/6 .......... -447.27 ...........EF
2/15......... -416.15 ...........EF
2/26 ........ -700.00 ...........management
3/4 ...........285.00 ...........membership
3/4 .............96.35 ...........membership
3/19......... -174.00 ...........convention
3/19........ 2878.30 ...........membership
3/25 ......-2284.35 ...........convention
4/1 .............-35.00 ...........convention
4/1 ............. -14.00 ...........convention
4/2 ..........-490.00 ...........convention
4/2 .......... -118.98 ...........convention
4/2 .......... -113.29 ...........convention
4/2 ............-46.27 ...........convention
4/5 ............-34.44 ...........convention
4/8 ..........-500.00 ...........convention
4/8 ........ -1775.00 ...........EF
4/8 .......... -700.00 ...........management
4/22 ........-483.00 ...........convention
4/22 .......... -19.00 ...........convention
4/22 ..........-65.73 ...........convention
4/22 .........-127.99 ...........convention
4/22 ....... 2164.91 ...........membership
4/24 ........... 19.00 ...........refund
5/13......... -700.00 ...........management
5/13............ 85.00 ...........membership
5/23 ........ -121.90 ...........convention
5/23 ..........-33.90 ...........convention
5/24 ........-892.33 ...........convention
5/24 ........-892.33 ...........convention
5/31 ........ -700.00 ...........management
6/3 .......... -700.00 ...........website
6/3 ............ -51.84 ...........website
6/3 ........ -1728.00 ...........website

6/21 ...... -1500.00 ...........convention
6/21 ...... -1750.00 ...........EF
6/24 ...........96.35 ...........membership
7/1 ........... -700.00 ...........management
7/5 ............. -21.96 ...........office supplies
7/15 .........-796.00 ...........convention
7/15 ...........-53.73 ...........convention
7/15 ............85.00 ...........membership
7/16 ......... -410.39 ...........convention
7/22 .............-3.92 ...........office supplies
7/22 ........ 7872.70 ...........membership
7/29 ......... -700.00 ...........management
8/05 ........-525.00 ...........convention
8/5 ..........-263.00 ...........convention
8/5 ............-34.64 ...........convention
8/12............ 85.00 ...........membership
8/14........3488.53 ...........membership
8/15 ........-652.90 ...........convention
8/21 ........-200.00 ...........convention
8/21 ........ -700.00 ...........Tax Preparer
8/27 ........ -700.00 ...........management
8/27 .........388.26 ...........income con
9/4 .......... -297.00 ...........convention
9/5 .......... -165.00 ...........Legal
9/9 ............. 72.22 ...........membership
9/11 .........-833.98 ...........convention
9/11 ......... -387.02 ...........convention
9/13.........-306.78 ...........convention
9/17 .......23121.46 ...........income con
9/24 ........-691.52 ...........convention
9/30 ........ -700.00 ...........management
9/30 ............-4.05 ...........shipping
10/2 ........ 1551.00  ..........EF Printing 
10/9 ...........-25.01 ...........convention
10/11 ......... -78.84 ...........convention
10/15 ..... -1534.12 ...........convention
10/16 ........-187.11 ............convention
10/21 ...........-4.62 ...........convention
10/21 ....... -381.00 ...........Legal
10/22 .........-68.37 ...........convention
10/22 ......... -14.95 ...........convention
10/22 .........-32.76 ...........convention
10/25 ..... -1510.42 ...........convention
10/28 .........-32.76 ...........convention
10/28 .........-56.07 ...........convention
10/28 .........-56.32 ...........convention
10/28 .........-20.36 ...........convention
10/28 ....... -124.98 ...........convention
10/28 .... 20697.18 ...........membership
10/29 .........-20.38 ...........convention
10/29 ......... -73.81 ...........convention
11/1 ......... -773.22 ...........convention
11/1 .........-684.91 ...........convention
11/1 ......... -121.26 ...........convention
11/2 .........-368.00 ...........legal
11/2 ........ 5771.75 ...........income con

11/2 ..........606.83 ...........membership
11/4 .......... 375.00 ...........EF
11/5 ........... -16.17 ...........convention
11/5 .............-5.00 ...........convention
11/5 .........-296.07 ...........convention
11/5 ........... -78.13 ...........convention
11/5 ...........-26.91 ...........convention
11/5 ......... -267.56 ...........convention
11/5 .......-4950.00 ...........convention
11/5 ...........-25.00 ...........convention
11/5 ........4536.71 ...........convention
11/6 .......-4950.00 ...........convention
11/6 ...... -5000.00 ...........convention
11/6 ........ 2051.96 ...........income con
11/6 .......... 703.71 ...........membership
11/8 .........-628.96 ...........convention
11/8 .......-7000.00 ...........convention
11/8 ...... -6000.00 ...........convention
11/8 ...........-80.86 ...........convention
11/8 .......... 607.81 ...........membership
11/9 ...... -5000.00 ...........convention
11/9 .......... 194.16 ...........income con
11/13 ....... -122.30 ...........convention
11/13 .....-2000.00 ...........convention
11/13 ....... -227.20 ...........convention
11/13 ......... -16.31 ...........convention
11/13 ...........-5.00 ...........convention
11/13 .........-25.00 ...........convention
11/13 ...... 7327.76 ...........income con
11/13 ........306.34 ...........income con
11/13 ......4325.10 ...........EF
11/15 ......... -15.00 ...........convention
11/15 ...........-8.00 ...........convention
11/19 ...... 4195.00 ...........membership
11/20 .........-32.16 ...........convention
11/20 .........-55.00 ...........convention
11/29 ....... -700.00 ...........management
11/29 .....-2000.00 ...........management
12/3 ...........-32.76 ...........convention
12/3 ........... -10.41 ...........convention
12/3 ........... -12.92 ...........convention
12/3 ........... -75.00 ...........convention
12/3 ......... -185.00 ...........convention
12/3 ........3854.41 ...........membership
12/6 ........ 1360.73 ...........membership
12/7 ...........-53.00 ...........convention
12/10 ..... -2370.00 ...........convention
12/11 .........-82.50 ...........convention
12/11 ....... -210.00 ...........convention
12/13 ....... -165.00 ...........convention
12/13 ........ 274.91 ...........membership
12/27 .......... 85.00 ...........membership
12/28 ........-127.50 ...........convention
12/28 ........ 667.50 ...........income
12/28 ........ 667.50 ...........membership
12/31 .......-900.00 ...........convention
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Cash Flow Comparison 2018 and 2019
11/1/2018- 10/31/2019
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 2018       2019 
Money In $63,689.10 Money In $95,447.23 
Member Dues $37,580.00 Member Dues $42,271.56 
Con Income $26,109.10 Con Income $53,175.67 
     
Money Out $103,302.42 Money Out $85,884.30 
Convention $77,501.88 Convention $59,873.46 
Website $1,728.00 Website $2,479.84 
Management $10,400.00 Management $9,700.00 
Office Supplies $149.08 Office Supplies $29.93 
Postage  $273.00 Postage  $0 
Prof & Legal $185.00 Prof & Legal $914.00* 
Taxes $700.00 Taxes $700.00 
Marketing $66.00 Marketing $0 
EF $12,299.46 EF  $12,187.07 
     
Overall Total -$39,613.32   $9,562.93 
     
              Bank Account Total as of Oct. 31, 2019:   $69,950.50

*2018 payment reflected on 2019 financials.
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710 NE 100 Terrace 
Kansas City, MO 64155 

USA

The convention starts with the ice breaker and registration on Sunday, November 15th, 2020  
and ends with the awards banquet on Friday, November 20th, 2020.

Details and special guests to be announced. 

#ISCAcon29  
Golden Nugget in Las Vegas, Nevada!

November 15-20, 2020


